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[bookmark: _Hlk99909616]Châteaux, Abbeys and Wines of the Loire 
Monday 4th September to Sunday 10th September 2023
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	Château de Chambord					Wines of the Loire
	
Introduction
	Fairy tale châteaux, historic towns, beautiful gardens and world class wines are just some of the features that make the Loire Region of France the most seductive of areas of Europe in which to spend a few days and to tour. It is sometimes referred to as Europe’s ‘Valley of the Kings’ for the role it has played in French and English history. 
	In 1152, Eleanor of Aquitaine married her third cousin, the Duke of Normandy, who became King Henry II of England. The lands of Western & Northern France and of England were united in the large Angevin Empire. Although the marriage was reputed to be tumultuous and argumentative, and Eleanor was for many years imprisoned by her husband, she bore Henry eight children. Of these, two became kings of England as well as of Aquitaine, King Richard (1189-1199) and King John (1199-1216), the latter signing the Magna Carta in Runnymede in 1215 and losing his lands in Normandy thus ending the Angevin Empire. Queen Eleanor, King Henry and King Richard are all buried at Fontevraud Abbey near Saumur in the Loire.
	Two hundred years later, in 1429, in Chinon (20 kms or 12 miles from Fontevraud, the heroine Joan of Arc (aka the Maid of Orleans) met the Dauphin, the future French King Charles VII, and helped him repel the English Army in the Hundred Years War. Captured by the English she was burnt at the stake in 1431 convicted, not least, for heresy, witchcraft and violating divine law for dressing like a man. She became a symbol for the French cause and a national treasure.
	Then, in the 16th century, the Loire Valley became a chosen retreat of the French aristocracy and many stunning Renaissance style castles were built. These together with its cathedrals and churches have resulted in the Loire area being made a UNESCO World Heritage site.  
	The Loire is also noted for its delicious wines. Bourgueil, Chinon, Muscadet, Pouilly-Fumé, Sancerre, Saumur, Touraine and Vouvray are all well-known and complement favourite dishes such as pike perch and bream; duck, quail and venison; rillettes and cheese; and an abundance of vegetables and fruit. Due to its mild climate and fertile soil, the area is often referred to as the ‘Garden of France’.
	Club member, Alain Niepceron, who lives in Amboise, an attractive town on the Loire River, has organised a five-day, six nights, ‘spoke’ tour of the region based on a single hotel, Château de Rochecotte at Saint Patrice, near the river, 36 kms (22 miles) south west of Tours. With a detailed knowledge of the area Alain has planned a tour which will include some of the major sites but also some of the less frequented and interesting attractions, using small country roads where possible.
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				Château de Rochecotte
	
The tour will be restricted to 30 cars/couples. The daily mileage will not be great, as there will be a focus on visiting attractions and having a relaxing time. Smaller horsepower cars will be particularly welcome on this tour, to complement the longer legged Ghosts and Phantoms. It is proposed that a tour engineer accompanies participants and Alain has said that he will help in any way both before and during the tour. The itinerary is described below.

Monday 4th September
[bookmark: _Hlk99909927]Arrive at Château de Rochecotte, Saint Patrice, in the late afternoon (https://www.chateau-de-rochecotte.com/en/) for tea and cakes, then a reception with a briefing before dinner.

Tuesday 5th September
[bookmark: _Hlk99898970]The first day’s drive (75 miles) will be short, focussing on Montsoreau Castle which overlooks the Loire, perhaps stopping at Bourgueil en route to taste and buy wine, and then visiting the spectacular and historic Fontevraud Abbey.
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Bourgueil					     Château de Montsoreau 

The Royal Abbey of Our Lady of Fontevraud was founded in 1101 and, as mentioned above, has a special place in the history of both England and France. 
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The Cloister and Bell Tower		The Kitchen		Tombs of King Richard I and
Isabella of Angoulême

The return journey will again be on small country roads via the villages of Lerné, L’Ile Bouchard, Crissay sur Manse, the Ruins of Les Roches Tranchelion Abbey, Avon les Roches and Brehemont. It was at the Château des Roches Tranchelion that King Charles VII of France convened the Grand Royal Council in 1449 which decided to reconquer Normandy, with the Battle of Formigny in 1450, and Guyenne, with the Battle of Castillon in 1453. This put an end to the long Hundred Years’ War. 

Wednesday 6th September
A day’s drive around Anjou (95 miles), going west from the hotel towards Angers with a visit to the unique Château de Montgeoffroy. Built for a Marshal of France by Parisian architect, Vincent Barré, between 1772 and 1776, the Château de Montgeoffroy is a typical example of 18th century French architecture. Having survived the French Revolution, without damage, the château is in a remarkable state of conservation and has almost entirely retained its period furniture in Louis XV, Transition and Louis XVI styles. It has superb portraits.
[image: Chateau de Montgeoffroy (Maze-Milon) - 2020 All You Need to Know ...]  [image: Marshal of Contades]
		Château de Montgeoffroy

After our visit to Montgeoffroy, the return journey will be on small roads along the Loire’s south bank, through Saint Mathurin sur Loire, Le Thoureil, Gennes, the town of Saumur and then Candes Saint Martin, classified as one of the most beautiful villages in France, at the confluence of the Loire and Vienne rivers. Candes Saint Martin, photographed below at sunset, has a dramatic view of the rivers and the attractive 12th century fortified church of St Martin. 
[image: La Loire] [image: ]
Saumur from the river				   Place St Pierre, Saumur

[image: ]
Thursday 7th September
On a drive of 105 miles, we will visit the unforgettable Château de Chenonceau on the River Cher and, particularly if you haven’t been before, there is also an opportunity to stop at Château de Villandry, with its outstanding and unique gardens.

[image: ]  [image: The chateau of Villandry]
	Château de Chenonceau				Château de Villandry

The return journey will be along the right bank of the Loire. We will return by Amboise for a dégustation de vin at the Château Montdomaine

Friday 8th September
This is a very short day’s driving (just 35 miles) but longer if you wish, to visit the spectacular Château d ’Azay le Rideau and the incredible collection at the nearby Maurice Dufresne Museum of mechanical machines. Château de L’ Islette is also nearby.

 [image: ]  [image: Chateau de l'Islette (Azay-le-Rideau) - 2020 All You Need to Know ...]
Château d’ Azay le Rideau			       Château de L’ Islette

In the evening, leaving by bus from our hotel at 18.00, we will travel to a cellar near Saumur for a wine tasting and dinner cooked in a fouée restaurant troglodyte, les Caves de Marson (with its bread oven with a wood fire).  Return to the hotel by 23.00. 
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Saturday 9th September
On the final day we will enjoy a boat trip on the Loire between Montsoreau and Saumur. There will be a wine tasting and lunch on the boat. There will be an opportunity to visit the Château de Saumur, as well as The Musée des Blindés, one of the largest tank museums in the world.
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             Between Saumur and Montsoreau                      Le Musée des Blindés

In the evening there will be a gala dinner at Château de Rochecotte with entertainment by a group playing French hunting horns.
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The tour finishes after breakfast on Sunday 10th September.

Châteaux, Abbeys and Wines of the Loire 
Monday 4th September to Sunday 10th September 2023

Please e-mail johnstuttard@btinternet.com and scan/send this form to Sir John Stuttard, Layton House, 23 Layton Lane, Shaftesbury SP7 8EY, with copy to the club’s Treasurer, Philip Hall: pah.rr@btinternet.com 
 
I would like to join this tour of 6 nights in the Loire starting on Monday 4th September and finishing on Sunday 10th September 2023. The price of the tour will be between €3,100 and €3,800 per couple depending on the quality of the room chosen at the hotel, Château de Rochecotte. There are a limited number of rooms in three categories:
· Chambres Prestiges: Luxurious room with antiques: 35sqm, King size or twin bed: €3,800
· Chambres Grand Confort: With antique furniture: 20sqm, King size or twin bed: €3,400
· Chambres Charmes: Charming, comfortable rooms: 15sqm, King size or twin bed: €3,100
The above prices include a reception each evening and wine with each dinner.
Note: The prices are based on current expectations of costs in September 2023 and may have to be adjusted if inflation is higher than assumed.

A payment of €1,116 or £1,000 now will secure a place on this tour. Note: details on this form must be completed in full to apply for a place. Please state your preference for a room costing €3,800 or €3,400 or €3,100 (£3,300 or £3,000 or £2,700) by circling your choice, which will be accommodated on the basis of first to return this form: 
· Chambres Prestiges: €3,800 or £3,300: Circle choice: 1st/2nd/3rd
· Chambres Grand Comfort: €3,400 or £3,000: Circle choice: 1st/2nd/3rd 
· Chambres Charmes: €3,100 or £2,700: Circle choice: 1st/2nd/3rd 

Full names of driver and passengers: …………………….…………………………………………..

Address: ………………………………………………………………………………………………

E-mail address: ……………………………………………………………………………………......

Number of mobile phone/(s) on tour……………….……………………………………………………

Dietary requirements, if any................................................................................................................

Room at hotels: King size or Twin..............................................................................….. 

Car: Model.............................. Chassis No..................  Reg No........................  Year.........................

Body style/type.................................................Colour(s)......................... 

As a participant in this event and in consideration of the right and privilege to enter and participate in this event and intending to be legally bound, I agree to release The 20-Ghost Club Limited and all committee members and its representatives from any and all liability and injuries, damage or loss or consequential loss arising from my entry and participation in the event. I also agree that information about the participating car, the names of the driver and passengers, including photographs taken during the event and tour, may be published in the Club’s journal, News & Record, unless I inform the Editor by e-mail that I do not wish such information and/or photographs to appear. I confirm that I will have public liability insurance cover in place for France should I be accepted for this tour/event.

Signed……………………………………..   Dated ……..................................................


	For Sterling: 
Bank – Lloyds; 
Sort code: 30-96-35
Branch: CARFAX OXFORD 
BIC: LOYDGB21023
IBAN: GB69 LOYD 3096 3500 0668 03
Account name: The 20-Ghost Club Limited
Account no: 00066803
	For Euros:
Bank - C Hoare & Co
37 Fleet Street, London  EC4P 4D
Account  Name:   The 20-Ghost Club Ltd
Sort Code: 15-99-00
Account No: 27487380
IBAN:  GB88 HOAB 1599 0027 4873 80
BIC:  HOABGB2L



The 20-Ghost Club Limited  Registered Number 5224632
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