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The 20-Ghost Club Limited

The Oldest Rolls-Royce Car Club in the World

Registered Number 5224632

Company Secretary’s Report For Committee dated 30 April 2018 
Club Travel Insurance for Members

In connection with two Continental Tours in 2018 and 2019, we have sought to clarify the precise insurance arrangements for Club members following a number of enquiries. This note has been prepared to brief Committee members and will, once approved, be e-mailed to all members and added to the policy description on the Club’s website.

The specific questions that have been raised and the answers are:

1. Am I covered on the way to an overseas tour? – YES, if taking a reasonably direct route to a Club event.

2. I am travelling with a friend who is not a Club member, are they covered? – NO, only if spouse or live-in partner

3. I am a not a UK resident Member, am I covered? – YES, but only when in Europe and taking a reasonably direct route to a Club event.

4. I am approaching the age limit for my personal travel policy, is there an age limit on the Club policy – NO, currently no age restrictions.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ON THE CLUB TRAVEL POLICY

Personal Travel Insurance policies (and particularly those offered free of charge with bank accounts) generally have an age limit of 70, 75 or 80 and a requirement to declare any medical conditions – factors which can apply to most of our members. Questions have also been raised about exactly who is covered and the extent of the cover en-route to an event. The difficulties in interpretation arise because this is a Business Travel policy for commercial clients, rather than a Personal one. I have therefore sought clarification from the Underwriters. To summarise the scope of the cover:

THE PRINCIPAL BENEFITS

1.      Modest premium of £1622 to cover ALL who travel on 20-G business in Europe

2.      No age restrictions

3.      No medical declarations

4.    Overseas medical cover when outside your country of residence

My modest poll of committee members highlighted that 33% did not have their own travel policy effective for both partners. A number of us have FOC policies through banks etc, but may not be aware that the age restrictions on these are progressively being reduced (my own HSBC Premier age limit has just come down to 70, with a reminder that a medical declaration is required for any ongoing conditions). Cover past the age of 80 is more problematical anyway.

WHO IS COVERED & WHEN

1.      INSURED PERSONS: All members of the 20-G Club, including co-habiting partners. IT DOES NOT COVER FRIENDS OR RELATIVES TRAVELLING WITH A MEMBER

2.      MAIN BUSINESS ACTIVITY: Touring & Rally risks, Racing, Motor Sport
3.      OVERSEAS COVER: Overseas medical expenses, cancellation or curtailment, repatriation, kidnap, disaster evacuation, legal expenses, Personal liability (£5M), Personal property (cover limit £5,000 incl computers, passport, keys, luggage delay).

4.      OPERATIVE TIME: Home to home but only when undertaking a journey outside the person’s country of residence and in pursuit of normal occupational duties. IT DOES NOT COVER EXCURSIONS/EXTENDED ROUTES TO/FROM A TOUR, BEYOND A REASONABLY DIRECT ROUTE.

CONCLUSIONS:

1.      Members and their partners are indeed covered en-route to a tour if taking a reasonably direct route and are covered from home to home

2.      The premium is very modest per travel day (and is more than recovered in the tour costs, so is not a burden to non-travelling Members)
3.      There is significant Personal Liability cover

4.      The cover protects the Club and Tour organiser as well as the Member in the event of a medical emergency, liability or cancellation/curtailment

5.      The lack of age or medical exclusions is of unique benefit for the demographic of our Members and enables all UK Members to continue to tour with insurance cover

CAVEATS

As a business policy, insurers experience a very low claims rate, which is reflected in the premium. The premium and lack of restrictions would be at risk in the event of any serious increase in the level of claims. I therefore believe that the value of maintaining the cover for the benefit of the Club and Tour Organisers is worthwhile in itself. Its additional value in covering members who may not have their own cover or qualify for cover through age or medical reason is also significant and worth preserving. We should therefore encourage members to only use our cover for significant claims. Indeed we should request that if a participant needs to make a claim it should be made first against the participant’s personal policy rather than against the Club’s group policy. It should not be forgotten that (at least for now!), emergency hospital treatment is available FOC within the EU for EU residents. As our tours are generally oversubscribed, we have avoided potentially expensive cancellation claims for health reasons by finding alternative participants and hotels usually showing some flexibility on final room numbers up to a month before travel.

